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As a medium, film is not limited to motion pictures, since the technology developed as the 
basis for photography. It can be used to present a progressive sequence of still images in 
the form of a slideshow. Film has also been incorporated into multimedia presentations and 
often has importance as primary historical documentation. However, historic films have 
problems in terms of preservation and storage, and the motion picture industry is exploring 
many alternatives. Most films on cellulose nitrate base have been copied onto modern safety 
films. Some studios save color films through the use of separation masters: three B&W 
negatives each exposed through red, green, or blue filters essentially a reverse of the 
Technicolor process. Digital methods have also been used to restore films, although their 
continued obsolescence cycle makes them as of 2006 a poor choice for long-term 
preservation. Film preservation of decaying film stock is a matter of concern to both film 
historians and archivists and to companies interested in preserving their existing products 
in order to make them available to future generations and thereby increase revenue. 
Preservation is generally a higher concern for nitrate and single-strip color films, due to 
their high decay rates black-and-white films on safety bases and color films preserved on 
Technicolor imbibition prints tend to keep up much better, assuming proper handling and 
storage. 


The opening March weekend saw a dramatically lower box office than the same weekend in 
2019. The 2019 opening March weekend saw the release of Captain Marvel, which alone 
earned over US3 million domestically that weekend, compared to the 2020 weekends 
biggest film, Onward, with around US million.2122 The next weekend saw the lowest total 
US box office intake since the October 30-November 1, 1998 weekend, with lower 
percentage drops than the weekend after 911, at US.3 million.3 Onward itself saw the 
biggest weekend-to-weekend drop of any Pixar film, making .5 million, though was still the 
weekends biggest film and the only one to make over million.3 On March 19, Walt Disney 


Studios and Universal Pictures announced that they would no longer report box office 
figures.23 Comscore therefore announced the next day that it would indefinitely suspend its 
reporting of box office estimates and charts.24 On March 26, 2020, after local transmission 
of the virus had dropped to 0% in China, movie theaters there began to re-open, with 
reports that 250-500 theaters were opening, but the next day authorities again closed all 
movie theaters in the country.2526 


On March 5, 2021, cinemas in New York City were given authorization to reopen, subject to 
the same 50-patron limit as the remainder of the state.197 On March 11, after Los Angeles 
County moved from purple to red on the Blueprint for a Safer Economy, the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health LACDPH gave authorization for cinemas to resume 
operations in the area at 25% capacity.198 42 of the approximately 107 cinemas as of 2019 
in the LA area had resumed operations by March 26, with some chains and independent 
cinemas expecting to reopen over the next few weeks for the opening of Godzilla vs. 
Kong.122123 
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